ORTHROS FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER ZOTH 2009
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Lot Sunday Before the Nativity of Christ I
8 (Known as the Sunday of the Genealogy) |

Feast of St. Ignatius of Antioch
TONE 3 / EOTHINON 6

The first part of Orthros may be found in the red Service Book, pages 44-58.

God is the Lord... (Tone 3)

Chanter: God is the Lord, which hath shown us
light. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of
the Lord. (Repeat after verses)
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1. O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is
good; for His mercy endureth forever.
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2. All nations compassed me about, but in
the name of the Lord will I destroy them.
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3. I shall not die, but live, and declare the
works of the Lord.
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4. The stone which the builders refused is
become the headstone of the corner. This is
the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 3)

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, | pua
for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His
own arm. He hath trampled down death by
death, and became the first-born from the dead.
He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades,
granting the world the Great Mercy.
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For the Fathers (Tone 2)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit. Great are the accomplishments of
faith; for the three holy youths rejoiced in the
fountain of flames as though at waters of rest.
And the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd to
the lions as though they were sheep. Wherefore,
by their pleadings, O Christ God, have mercy
upon us.
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For the Forefeast (Tone 4)

Both now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen. Make ready, O Bethlehem; for Eden
hath been opened for all. Prepare, O Ephratha;
for the Tree of life hath blossomed forth in the
cave from the Virgin; for her belly did appear as
a spiritual paradise in which is planted the
divine Plant, thereof eating we shall live and not
die as Adam. Verily, Christ shall be born,
raising the likeness that fell of old.
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The Little Litany

Priest: Again and again in peace let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us,
O God by thy grace.

Choir: Lord have mercy.

Priest: Calling to remembrance our all-holy,
immaculate, most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos
and ever-virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us
commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto
Christ our God.

Choir: To Thee, O Lord.
Priest: For Thine is the majesty, and Thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and unto ages of ages.

Choir: Amen.
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First Kathisma (Tone 3)

Christ 1s risen from the dead, He Who is the
first-fruits of those that slept: the First-born of
creation and the Creator of all things created!
He hath renewed by Himself the nature of our
corrupt race. Wherefore, Thou shalt reign no
more O death; for the Lord of all hath nullified
thy power and dissolved it.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the

Holy Spirit. When Thou didst taste death in the |

flesh, O Lord, Thou didst check bitter death by
the Resurrection, and didst make man to prevail
over it, restoring victory over the old curse.
Wherefore, O Supporter and Champion of our
life, glory to Thee.

Both now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen. Verily, Gabriel, over-whelmed by the

splendor of thy virginity and the abundant |, .
brilliancy of thy purity, hailed thee, saying, O | ¢
Theotokos! What dutiful praise shall 1 offer |’

thee? Or what shall I call thee? I am
overwhelmed with surprise and perplexity. But
as I have been commanded, I shall hail thee,
Rejoice, O full of grace.
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Second Kathisma (Tone 3)

Because of Thine immutable Divinity, O Lord,
and Thy voluntary sufferings, Hades was
overwhelmed, and moaned within itself, saying,
Verily, I am in dread fear of the Person of this
incorruptible body; for I see the unseen fighting
me secretly, and behold those whom I have held
shouting, Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit. Let us believers speak of divine
things, of the secret of Thine inscrutable
Crucifixion, of Thine ineffable Resurrection; for
today have death and Hades been led captive,
and the race of man hath been invested with
incorruption. Therefore, do we cry in gratitude,
Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ.
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Both now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen. Verily, O  Theotokos, the
incomprehensible and  Boundless,  con-
substantial with the Father and the Spirit, hast
thou held secretly in thy womb. And by thy | .
birth-giving we have learned to glorify in the
world the act of the one immiscible Trinity.
Therefore, with gratitude we cry to thee,
Rejoice, O thou that art full of grace.
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The Evlogetaria (Tone 5)

Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy
statutes. The company of the Angels was
amazed when they beheld Thee numbered
among the dead. Yet Thyself, O Savior,
destroyed the power of death, with Thee raising
up Adam and releasing all men from Hell.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy
statutes. Wherefore, O Women Disciples, do ye
mingle sweet-smelling spices with your tears of
pity? The radiant Angel within the sepulcher
cried unto the Myrrh-bearing Women: Behold
the grave, and understand, for the Savior is risen
from the tomb.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy
statutes. Very early in the morning, did the
Myrrh-bearing Women run lamenting unto Thy
tomb. But an Angel came toward them, saying:
The time for lamentation is passed; weep not,
but announce wunto the Apostles the
Resurrection.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy
statutes. The Myrrh-bearing Women mourned,
as bearing spices they drew near Thy tomb, O
Savior. But the Angel spake unto them, saying:
Why number ye the living among the dead? In
that He is God He is risen from the grave.
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Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit. We adore the Father, as also His

OO A et 7 g g g DU Al




Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Holy Trinity in one
Essence, crying with the Seraphim: Holy, holy,
holy art Thou, O Lord.
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Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
In that thou didst bear the Giver of Life, O
Virgin, thou didst redeem Adam from sin, and
didst give to Eve joy in place of sadness; and He
who was incarnate of thee, both God and man,
hath restored to life those who had fallen
therefrom.
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Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
God. (3 times)
O our God and our Hope, glory to Thee.

Glory to Thee, O
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The Little Litany

Priest: Again and again in peace let us pray to the Lord.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us,
O God by thy grace.

Choir: Lord have mercy.

Priest: Calling to remembrance our all-holy,
immaculate, most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos
and ever-virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us
commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto
Christ our God.

Choir: To Thee, O Lord.

Priest: For blessed is Thy Name, and glorified
is Thy kingdom of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages
of ages.

Choir: Amen.
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Hypakoe

(Tone 3)

To the ointment-bearing women the brilliant
angel of sweet words, startling them, did say,
‘Why seek ye the Living One in the grave? He
1s verily risen, and hath emptied the tombs.
Know ye, therefore, that the changeless One
hath changed corruption to incorruption. And
say to God, How dreadful are Thy works; for

Thou hast saved mankind.’
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Anabathmoi

(Tone 3)

RN

First Antiphon

+ Thou didst verily deliver the captivity of Zion
from Babylon, O Word. Likewise, draw thou
me out of suffering into life.

+ They who sow in Timan with divine tears,
shall reap with rejoicing the sheaves of eternal
life.

+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto
ages of ages. Amen. With the Holy Spirit every
gift is good; for He doth shine forth together
with the Father and the Son; and in Him doth all
creation live and move.
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Second Antiphon

+ If the Lord buildeth not the house of virtues,
then vainly do we labor; but if He defend and
protect our lives, none shall prevail against our
city.

+ The saints are verily the hire of the fruit the
womb. And they have not ceased to be Thy
sons, in the Spirit, O Christ, and Thou art like a
father.

+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto
ages of ages. Amen. By the Holy Spirit hath all
holiness and wisdom been observed; for He is
the Creator of all the essence of creation.
Therefore, let us worship Him; for He is God, as
1s the Father and the Word.
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Third Antiphon

+ Happy are they who fear the Lord; for they
walk in the way of His commandments, and eat
of the fruits of universal life.

+ Rejoice with gladness, O Chief Shepherd, as
Thou beholdest Thy children’s children around
Thy table, offering branches of good deeds.

JANAY U iy
Qe o 058 o6 s L1 S +
A slall L sl il
oty SR 1Y sle Sl iy L s e 7 i+
el Jladl lat] Cpetie . Shaile o Sy




+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto
ages of ages. Amen. Verily, all the riches of
honor are of the Holy Spirit. And of Him too is
grace and life for all creation. Wherefore, He is
to be praised with the Father and the Word.
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Prokeimenon (Tone 3)

Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth.
The world also shall be so established that it
shall not be moved. (Twice)

Praise the Lord with a new praise. Say
among the heathen that the Lord reigneth. The
world also shall be so established that it shall
not be moved.
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Resurrection Gospel of the Sixth Eothinon

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: For Holy art Thou, O our God, who restest in the
Saints, and unto Thee we ascribe glory to the Father and
to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto
ages of ages.
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Chanter: Amen. Let everything that hath breath
praise the Lord. (Thrice)
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Deacon: That we may be accounted worthy to hear
the Holy Gospel, let us pray unto the Lord God.

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (Thrice)

Deacon: Wisdom! Let us attend! Let us hear the

Holy Gospel.
Priest: Peace be to all.

Choir: And to thy spirit.
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Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to Saint Luke (24:36-53)

Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Priest: Let us attend! At that time, after rising
from the dead, Jesus Himself stood among His
Disciples and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” But they were startled and frightened, and
supposed that they saw a spirit. And He said to
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do
questionings rise in your hearts? See My hands
and My feet, that it is I Myself; handle Me, and
see; for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you
see that I have.” When He had said this, He
showed them His hands and His feet. And while
they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, He
said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”
They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He
took it and ate before them. Then He said to
them, “These are My words which I spoke to
you, while I was still with you, that everything
written about Me in the law of Moses and the
prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
Then He opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day
rise from the dead, and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be preached in His
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I
send the promise of My Father upon you; but
stay in the city, until you are clothed with power
from on high.” Then He led them out as far as
Bethany, and lifting up His hands He blessed
them.

While He blessed them, He parted from them,
and was carried up into heaven. And they
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were

continually in the temple blessing and praising
God. Amen.

Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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Reader: In that we have beheld the
Resurrection of Christ, let us bow down before
the Holy Lord Jesus, the only sinless One. Thy
Cross do we adore, O Christ, and Thy holy
Resurrection we praise and glorify: for Thou art
our God, and we know none other beside Thee;
we call upon Thy Name. O come, all ye faithful,
let us adore Christ’s holy Resurrection. For lo,
through the Cross is joy come into all the world.
Ever blessing the Lord, let us sing His
Resurrection: for in that He endured the Cross
He hath destroyed death by death.
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Psalm 50
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy | <Ll ;3 i< Jia€ s Gliea ) adaa€ il b Jes ) i)
great mercy; according to the multitude of Thy ) L
tender mercies, blot out mine iniquity. CaGa
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cleanse me from my sin.

For I acknowledge mine iniquity, and my sin is ever
before me.
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Against Thee only have I sinned, and done evil in
Thy sight, that Thou mightest be justified in Thy
words, and prevail when Thou art judged.
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For behold, I was shapen in iniquities, and in sins
did my mother conceive me.
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For behold, Thou hast loved truth; the unclear and
hidden things of Thy wisdom Thou hast made clear
to me.
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Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be
clean; Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow.
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Thou shalt make me to hear joy and gladness; the
bones which Thou hast broken shall rejoice.
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Turn away Thy face from my sins, and blot out all
my iniquities.
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a
right spirit within me.
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Cast me not away from Thy presence and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me.
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Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation and steady
me with a guiding spirit.
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Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways, and the
impious shall be converted unto Thee.
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Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God
of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud of
Thy righteousness.
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O Lord, open Thou my lips and my mouth shall
declare Thy praise.

For hadst Thou desired sacrifice, I would have
given it Thee; Thou delightest not in burnt
offerings.
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Sacrifices to God are a contrite spirit; a contrite and
humble heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.

A 4l

Do good, O Lord, in Thy good will unto Zion, that
the walls of Jerusalem may be built up.
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Then shalt Thou be pleased with the sacrifice of
righteousness, with burnt offerings and whole burnt
offerings.
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Then shall they offer bullocks upon Thine altar.
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Troparia after P

salm 50 (Tone 2)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit. Through the intercessions of the
Apostles, O Merciful One, blot out the
multitude of our transgressions.
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Both now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen. Through the intercessions of the

Theotokos, O Merciful One, blot out the
multitude of our transgressions.
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Idiomelon (Tone 6)

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
thy loving Kkindness; according unto the
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my
transgressions. Jesus, having risen from the
grave as He foretold, hath given unto us life
eternal and great mercy.
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Intercession

Priest: O God, save Thy people, and bless
Thine inheritance.  Visit Thy world with
mercies and bounties. Exalt the estate of
Orthodox Christians, and send down upon us
Thy rich mercies. Through the intercessions of
our all-immaculate Lady Theotokos and ever-
Virgin Mary; by the might of the precious and
life-giving Cross; by the protection of the
honorable Bodiless Powers of heaven; at the
supplications of the honorable, glorious Prophet,
Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy,
glorious, all-laudable Apostles; of our Fathers
among the Saints, great Hierarchs and
Ecumenical Teachers, Basil the Great, Gregory
the Theologian and John Chrysostom;
Athanasius and Cyril, John the Merciful,
Patriarchs of Alexandria; of our Holy Father
Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia, the
Wonder-worker, Spyridon of Trymythous, of
Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn, of the holy,
glorious and right-victorious Martyrs, George
the trophy-bearer, patron of this Church,
Demetrius the Myrrh-gusher, Theodore of Tyre
and Theodore the Commander, Menas the
Wonder Worker and all of our venerable and
God-bearing Fathers; of the holy and righteous
ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all
Thy Saints, we beseech Thee, O most merciful
Lord, hearken unto the petitions of us sinners
who make our supplications unto Thee, and
have mercy upon us.
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Chanter: Lord have mercy, Lord have Mercy,
Lord have mercy. (Repeat 4 times)
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Priest: Through the mercies and bounties and
compassion of Thine Only-begotten Son, with

whom Thou art blessed, together with Thine all- | *

holy, and good, and life-giving Spirit, now and
ever and unto ages of ages.

Chanter: Amen.
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Katavasia for the Nativity of our Lord (Tone 1)

Ode 1. Christ is born, glorify Him! Christ hath
come from the heavens, receive Him. Christ is
on earth, elevate Him. Sing unto the Lord, all
the earth; and ye nations, praise Him with joy;
for He hath been glorified.
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Ode 3. Let us cry unto the Son, born of the
Father before the ages without change of
essence, Christ God who hath been incarnate in
these last days, of the Virgin, without seed,
shouting, ‘O Thou who hath elevated our state,
Thou art holy, O Lord.’
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Ode 4. O praised Christ, a stem hath come out
of Jesse, and from it has sprouted a Flower from
a dense and shadowed mountain, O immaterial
God, coming incarnate from the Virgin that hath
not known man. Glory, therefore, to Thy might,
O Lord.
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Ode 5. Since Thou art the God of peace and the
Father of mercies, O Lover of mankind, Thou
didst send to us the Angel of Great Counsel,
granting us Thy peace. Therefore, have we
been led aright to the light of Divine knowledge,
glorifying Thee as we come out of darkness.

PEUBUIN R PRA TRV R ROVRSR ROV RV
L U Laile pulaall L5 Jpusy W s f 2
s A ) A ) g ) L) Y G

12




Ode 6. The sea-monster disgorged Jonah from
its belly, safely as it received him, like a
newborn babe. As for the Word, when He dwelt
in the Virgin, taking from her a body, He was
born, preserving her without corruption and
without change, preserving His Mother without
harm.
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Ode 7. The youths having grown together in
true worship, despising the command of the
infidel, were not dismayed by the threat of fire;
but were singing as they stood in the midst of
the flames, ‘Blessed art Thou, God of our
fathers.’
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Ode 8. Let us praise, bless, and worship the
Lord. Verily, the dewy furnace did shadow the
sign of the supernatural wonder; for it burned
not the youths whom it received, as the fire of
divinity also burned not the womb of the Virgin
in which it dwelt. Wherefore, let us offer praise
with song, saying, ‘Let all creation praise the
Lord, exalting Him evermore, to the end of
ages.’
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Magnifications (Tone 1)

Deacon: The Theotokos and Mother of Light,
let us honor and magnify in song.

palina 258 eailly gl o 5 ) 5 2 aladid

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. More
honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious
beyond compare than the Seraphim, thou who
without stain barest God the Word, and art truly
Theotokos, we magnify thee.
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For He hath regarded the lowliness of His
handmaiden; for behold from henceforth all
generations shall call me blessed. More
honorable than the Cherubim...
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For He that is mighty hath magnified me,
and holy is His Name; and His mercy is on

them that fear Him, throughout all
generations. More honorable than the
Cherubim...
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He hath showed strength with His arm; He
hath scattered the proud in the imagination

of their hearts. More honorable than the
Cherubim...
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He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek. He
hath filled the empty with good things, and
the rich hath He sent empty away. More
honorable than the Cherubim...
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He remembering His mercy hath helped His
servant Israel, as He promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever.
More honorable than the Cherubim...
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Ode 9. Magnify, O my soul, her who is more
honorable and more exalted in glory than the
heavenly hosts. I behold a strange and
wonderful mystery: the cave a heaven, the
Virgin a cherubic throne, and the manger a
noble place in which hath lain Christ the
uncontained God. Let us, therefore, praise and
magnify Him.
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The Little Litany

Priest: Again and again in peace let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us,
O God by thy grace.

Choir: Lord have mercy.

Priest: Calling to remembrance our all-holy,
immaculate, most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos
and ever-virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us
commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto
Christ our God.

Choir: To Thee, O Lord.
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Priest: For all the powers of heaven praise
Thee, and unto Thee we ascribe glory, to the
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and unto ages of ages.

Choir: Amen.
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Resurrection Exaposteilarion of the Sixth Eothinon (Tone 2)

Holy is the Lord our God. (Twice)

Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His
footstool, for He is holy.
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When Thou didst rise from the grave, O Savior,
Thou didst reveal Thyself a Man by nature, as
Thou stood in the midst of the Disciples and ate
with them and taught them the baptism of
repentance. Then at once Thou didst ascend to
Thy heavenly Father and promised to send them
the Comforter. Wherefore, O most divine and
incarnate God, glory to Thy Resurrection.
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For the Fathers (Tone 2)

Verily, the chiefs of the Patriarchs and the
Fathers before the Law did go before, gleaming
with faith like the stars, namely Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob; for all the Prophets and righteous
ones were illuminated by them, since they were
shining lamps, and by the rays of their venerated
prophecy illuminated the whole of dark
creation.
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For the Forefeast (Tone 2)

Rejoice, O Bethlehem, and thou, Ephratha,
make ready; for the Theotokos shall come to the
cave and the manger to give birth in an ineffable
manner to God. O what a terrible mystery, the
mystery of Him who cometh before Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, the Patriarchs, and all the
Prophets; and mankind with the angels shall
celebrate His Nativity with Divine rejoicing.
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The Praises (Tone 3)

Let everything that hath breath, praise the
Lord. Praise ye the Lord from the heavens;
praise Him in the heights. To Thee, O God is
due our song.
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Praise ye Him, all His angels; praise ye Him,
all His hosts. To Thee, O God, is due our
song.
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Four Stichera for the Resurrection (Tone 3)

1. This glory shall be to all His saints. Come
together, all ye people, and know the power of
the dreadful secret; for Christ our Savior, the
eternal Word, hath been crucified for our sake,
and was buried willingly, and hath risen from
the dead to save all. To Him let us bow down in
worship.
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2. Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in
the firmament of His power. The guards have
published it abroad, O Lord, telling of all Thy
wonders. But the assembly of falsehood filled
their right hands with bribes, thinking that
thereby they might conceal Thy Resurrection
which the world doth glorify. Wherefore, have
mercy upon us.
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3. Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise
Him according to His excellent greatness.
Verily, all creatures were filled with joy when
they received the glad tidings of Thy
Resurrection; for Mary Magdalene, coming to
Thy grave, met an angel in a brilliant robe
sitting on the stone, who said, Why seekest thou
the living among the dead? He is not here, but is
risen. As He said, He will go before ye into
Galilee.
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4. Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet.
Praise Him with the psaltery and harp. O
Master, Lover of mankind, with Thy light do we
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behold light; for Thou art risen from the dead,
granting salvation to the race of man, that the
whole creation may glorify Thee alone, Who art
without sin. Have mercy upon us.
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Four Stichera for the Fathers (Tone 5)

5. Praise Him with the timbrel and dance;
praise Him with stringed instruments and
organs. In truth, raise thy voice, O Zion,
Divine city of God, and preach the Divine
memory of the fathers, honoring with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob Him of everlasting memory.
For lo! With Judah and Levi we magnify Moses
the great and Aaron the wonderful; and with
David we celebrate the memory of Joshua and
Samuel, inviting all with Divine songs and
Divine praise to the preparation of the Nativity
of Christ, praying to receive His goodness; for
He it is that granteth the world the great mercy.
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6. Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise
Him upon the high-sounding cymbals. Let
everything that hath breath praise the Lord.
In truth, raise thy voice, O Zion, Divine city of
God, and preach the Divine memory of the
fathers, honoring with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob Him of everlasting memory. For lo! With
Judah and Levi we magnify Moses the great and
Aaron the wonderful; and with David we
celebrate the memory of Joshua and Samuel,
inviting all with Divine songs and Divine praise
to the preparation of the Nativity of Christ,
praying to receive His goodness; for He it is that
granteth the world the great mercy.
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7. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our
Fathers. Come, O Elijah, who didst ascend of
old the Divine fiery chariot, and O Elisha of
Divine mind, and rejoice together with Ezekiel
and Josiah. Yea, exchange glad tidings with
them, O venerated rank of the twelve Prophets
inspired of God, on the Nativity of the Savior.
And all ye righteous ones, sing hymns. And ye
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all beatified youths who quench the flames of
the furnace with the dew of the Spirit, pray for
us, pleading with Christ to grant our souls the
great mercy.
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8. For Thou art justified in all that Thou hast
done for us and for Jerusalem, the holy city
of our Forefathers. Verily, she hath appeared
on earth, the Theotokos, who was proclaimed
from the ages by the words of the Prophets, and
whom the wise Patriarchs and the rank of
righteous ones did foretell, with whom the
comeliness of women, Sarah, Rebecca, with
glorious Hannah, and Miriam, the sister of
Moses, shall exchange glad tidings; and with
them shall rejoice the ends of the earth, and all
creation: for God shall come to be born in the
flesh and grant the world the great mercy.
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Doxastikon for the Fathers (Tone 8)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit. Verily, the collection of Mosaic
teachings maketh plain the Divine Nativity of
Christ in the flesh to those to whom was
preached the grace before the Law, having
transcended the Law by faith. Wherefore, since
the Nativity was the cause of salvation from
corruption, they foretold Thy Resurrection to
the souls imprisoned in Hades. O Lord, glory to
Thee.
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Theotokio

n (Tone 8)

Both now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen. Most blessed art thou, O Virgin
Theotokos, for through Him that was incarnate
of thee is Hades despoiled, Adam is recalled
from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is set
free, death is slain, and we are endowed with
life. Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry
aloud: Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who
1s thus well pleased, glory to Thee.
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The Great Doxology (Tone 8)

Glory to Thee, who has shown us the Light. Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
among men.
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We praise thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy
great glory.
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O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty;
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and the
Holy Spirit.
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy on us,
thou that takest away the sins of the world.
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Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right
hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.
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For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, O
Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise Thy
Name forever; yea, forever and ever.

SR s a8 Y ele 2 s L S

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers, and
praised and glorified be Thy Name forever. Amen.
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Let Thy mercy, O Lord: be upon us, as we do put
our hope in thee.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes.
(Thrice)
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Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all generations. |
said: Be merciful unto me; heal my soul, for I have
sinned against Thee.
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Lord, I have fled unto Thee: teach me to do Thy
will, for Thou art my God.
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For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light
shall we see light.
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O continue Thy loving kindness unto them that
know Thee.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal:
mercy on us. (Thrice)

have
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Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit.

Both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
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Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have
mercy on us.

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 4)

Today is salvation come into the world. Let us
sing praises to Him Who arose from the grave,
the Author of our life; for having by Death
destroyed death, He hath given us victory and
Great Mercy.

S G 8 ) mali Alall (AN L b

late Cisalh Cigall a3 4l Llila aic
ekl Faa 5 Tkl

For the Divine Liturgy
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Epistle for the Sunday before the Nativity - The Sunday of the Genealogy

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our
Fathers.

For you are just in all you have done.

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the
Hebrews (11:9-10, 32-40)

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the
land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in
tents with Issac and Jacob, heirs with him of the
same promise. For he looked forward to the
city, which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God. And what more shall I say? For
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets—who  through faith  conquered
kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises,
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won
strength out of weakness, became mighty in
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(11:9-10, 32-40)
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war, put foreign armies to flight. Women
received their dead by resurrection. Some were
tortured, refusing to accept release, that they
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered
mocking and scourging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were
sawn in two, they were tempted, they were
killed with the sword; they went about in skins
of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted,
treated—of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering over deserts and mountains, and in
dens and caves of the earth. And all these,
though well attested by their faith, did not
receive what was promised, since God had
foreseen something better for us, that apart from
us they should not be made perfect.
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WISDOM! LET US ATTEND! LET US HEAR THE HOLY GOSPEL!
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Gospel for the Sunday before the Nativity — The Sunday of the Genealogy

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to
Matthew (1:1-25)

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the
son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham
was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his
brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron,
and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the
father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the
father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of
Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by
Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth,
and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the
father of David the king. And David was the
father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the
father of Asa, and Asa the father of
Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of

Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and | -

Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the
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father of Ahaz,
Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,
and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon
the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of
Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the
deportation to Babylon. And after the
deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the

father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of |’

Jerubbabel, and Jerubbabel the father of Abiud,
and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim
the father of Azor, and Azor the father of
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and

Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father | ¢

of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan,
and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the
father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom
Jesus was born, who 1s called Christ. So all
generations from Abraham to David were
fourteen generations, and from David to the
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations,
and from the deportation to Babylon to the
Christ fourteen generations. Now the birth of
Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be
with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
But as he considered this, behold an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and his name shall be Emmanuel” (which
means, God with us). When Joseph woke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her
not until she had borne a son; and he called his
name Jesus.
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